
Are We Following Jesus For the Right Reason?
MATTHEW 20:1-16



Matthew 19:21





Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, 
that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man 
sits on the throne of His glory, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
Matthew 19:28



And everyone who has left houses or brothers 
or sisters or father or mother or wife or 

children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall 
receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.

Matthew 19:29



They were not 
making sacrifices—

they were making 
investments.



Jesus detected 
in Peter’s 
question the 
possibility of a 
wrong motive 
for service. 





MATERIALISM



SELFISH GAIN



ENTERTAINMENT





Following when it’s CONVENIENT



Following LEADERS instead of Christ



Some  reasons for following Jesus



wholeheartedly out of 
Love for who He is, 

rather than for what He 
can give. 



out of Gratitude for what 
Jesus has done for us. 



To demonstrate our total 
Devotion to his teachings 

and His way of life. 



Because we Trust Him in 
The present for a better 

Tomorrow and a glorious
future. 



In Obedience and for the 
right reasons. 



23 “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, 

it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

Matthew 19:23-24





Here Matthew 
records Jesus talking 

about a landowner 
who got up early in 

the morning and went 
out to hire some 

workers to work in his 
vineyard. 



This parable, has 
nothing to do with 
salvation. 



This parable, has 
nothing to do with 
salvation. 

And this parable is 
not talking about 
rewards, 



This parable, has 
nothing to do with 
salvation. 

And this parable is 
not talking about 
rewards, 



3 And he went out about the third 
hour and saw others standing 
idle in the marketplace, 4 and 
said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard, and whatever is 
right I will give you.’ So, they 
went. 5 Again he went out about 
the sixth and the ninth hour, 
and did likewise.

Verses 3-7



6 And about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found others 
standing idle, and said to them, 
‘Why have you been standing 
here idle all day?’ 7 They said to 
him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and whatever 
is right you will receive.’

Verses 3-7



Verses 3-7



8 “So when evening had come, 
the owner of the vineyard said to 
his steward, ‘Call the laborers 
and give them their wages, 
beginning with the last to the 
first.’ 9 And when those came 
who were hired about the 
eleventh hour, they each 
received a denarius. 10 But when 
the first came, they supposed 
that they would receive more; 

Verses 8-12



and they likewise received each 
a denarius. 11 And when they had 
received it, they complained 
against the landowner, 12 saying, 
‘These last men have worked 
only one hour, and you made 
them equal to us who have 
borne the burden and the heat of 
the day.’

Verses 8-12



The lesson for Christ’s 
disciples is obvious. We 
should not serve Him 
because we want to receive 
an expected reward, and we 
should not insist on knowing 
what we will get. God is 
infinitely generous and 
gracious and will always give 
us better than we deserve. 

Verses 8-12







We see the worker 
and the work, but 

God sees the Heart. 



Beware of the perils 
of Presumption. 

“See we have left all and 
followed You. Therefore, 

what shall we have?”
Matthew 19:27



Beware of Criticizing
God. 



The goodness of 
the owner did not 

lead them to regret 
but to jealousy. 



19:30 But many who are first, will be last 
and the last first.”  & repeated in 20:16



Are YOU Following Jesus For the Right Reason?



What we do, we do 
from the heart for the 
Lord. Not for what we 
might gain, but what 

we might give in 
recognition of God’s 

great love for us
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